W                         Sri Ve^UtgssbaU-Its Glory

^Let us have a dip in this and proceed to the eastern
part on the hill. This holly lake is capable of conferring the
merit of all teerthas^ said Agastya, All had a. bath in the
lake, offered prayers and resumed their quests

On the northern bank of the lake, some were performing
penance facing the south. The sages approached them and were
received with honours. "Who are you engaged in meditation
here? This locality is wonderfuP' observed the sages. "The Almi-
ghty dwells on this hill. We are here meditating on him. We
are contemplating on Jagannadha, Janardana, Hari. You can
also see Him.To the east of this place, on the hill dwells Sankara.
You may visit him also*5 so saying Sanatkin-nara and others who
were there disappeared.

Agastya and his party proceeded, further and saw a huge
tree with flowers covering the hill itself with its shade. The seven
great Maharshis were seated near the foot of the tree. "What for
are you all on this sacred hill ? Whom do you wish to see ?"
Agastya questioned the Mahacslw.

"We are here lo have a vision of Lord Janardana, the
saviour of the Universe. He is our sole object. He is Krishna?
the only Lord to be worshipped^ replied the anchorites. ^You
also go towards the east to Simhadri, where you can see the
Lord3' they advised. Agastya obtained the permission of the
seven Rishis and along with his party proceeded to the northern
part of the hill. There also they were unable to see the Almi-
ghty. Then they went to the eastern part.

(b) Agastya sees a Marvel

Agastya and his party wandered in the eastern part of